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President’s Message 2016
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It has been another year of great work and transition at the Pacifica Land Trust. Following seven years of generous funding from
the California Coastal Conservancy the stewardship work on the Pedro Point Headlands entered a new phase. We have completed the terms under the grant partnership with the Coastal Conservancy and we celebrate the partnership we have had with
them for more than a decade. We would like to thank the Coastal Conservancy for their confidence in the Pacifica Land Trust
to manage and conserve the Pedro Point Headlands. As a result of their support, we were able to repair scarred landscapes,
remove invasive species, control erosion, begin the construction of new trails, and begin the process of restoring this jewel on
the coast to its natural splendor.
Seven years ago there were few visitors to the Pedro Point Headlands and most who did explore the area found themselves at
dead ends or on steep unsteady terrain. Two large landslides scarred the hillsides and were covered with terrible invasive species
including pampas grass, French broom, and pines. This would have transformed the natural scrubland and its many endangered
plant species to a different kind of vulnerable landscape within a decade or two. During heavy rains water ran down the denuded slopes and trails carrying with it valuable silt and soil etching erosion gullies deeper than the average hiker.
Today, there is a well-defined trail network with destinations, loops and signage providing visitors with sustainable and safe hiking
options. Unnecessary trails have been closed, while other trails have been re-routed to be more hiker friendly and to reduce
erosion. The worst of the invasive species - Broom, Pampas, and Cotoneaster - have been minimized with the help of hundreds
of volunteers who contributed thousands of hours to removing invasive species and making room for the native plant species.
The Pacifica Land Trust is excited to announce that the work to decommission and rebuild sustainable trails in the Pedro Point
Headlands has begun under a new grant. This grant is provided by the Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division (OHMVR
Division) and offers $1.2M to support the continued restoration of the Pedro Point Headlands, including plant salvage, re-vegetation, plant propagation and maintenance.
A great benefit of this restoration project occurring in conjunction with the decommissioning of the old Devil’s Slide Highway
1 section has been to provide a traffic-free continuous corridor to the 250 acres of headland open space for safe passage for
wildlife including deer, fox, bobcats and even mountain lions. Wildlife corridor management is a major issue along Highway 1 and
we are proud to have been able to restore this area to make it safe for the many creatures that inhabit Pacifica’s coastlands.
If you have joined us for any Pacifica Land Trust workdays or exploring walks, thank you and we hope you will continue to help
with our many future projects.
We ask you for your continued support as we now move into our most challenging work to fully restore the Pedro Point Headlands to sustainable wildlife habitat; for families to hike, bike and enjoy the trails for years to come.
We thank the Pacifica community for their continued support of the Pacifica Land Trusts’ efforts to restore open space throughout Pacifica.

Pedro Point: End of 2016 Construction
Season Nears
Go Native, a local habitat restoration company, has been busy
this fall, working to implement the Pedro Point Headlands Restoration and Trail Improvement Project.
New water tanks have been installed. The water will be used to
control dust, compact new trails, and irrigate native plants in the
on-site nursery.
Go Native has roughed out new switchbacks and other areas
on the South Ridge Trail.
The Bluff Trail between the South Ridge Trail and the head of
the Arroyo Trail has been improved and the trail accessing the
Middle Ridge Trail from the South has also been constructed.
Next steps will be to refine contouring, install erosion control
fabric and wattles, and ensure that all construction areas are
safeguarded from erosion before the end of the 2016 construction season. With rains expected, the 2016 construction season
will be wrapping up soon.
For hikers, all the trails remain open. Check the Kiosk for any
construction updates and please use caution around machinery.
Have you ever been curious what that pile of sticks that looks
like a mound is? Check out our update below on Pedro Point
Headlands own neighborhood of woodrats.

Pedro Point Species: San Francisco
dusky-footed woodrat
Among the many animals found on Pedro Point is the San
Francisco dusky-footed woodrat. Also called packrats, they are
actually more closely related to hamsters, voles, and lemmings
than to European rats.
Woodrats prefer to live alone, except during mating season or
when rearing young; each rat constructs its own house or “midden”. These look like piles of sticks and leaves, but are elaborately
constructed to contain pantries and multiple entrances. The
middens are passed down from generation to generation and can
grow to be six feet tall, with satellite dens in surrounding trees.
At Pedro Point Headlands, there is a woodrat neighborhood of
several dozen middens along the South Ridge Trail.These have been
surveyed and flagged by our consulting biologist. As the new trail
switchbacks are laid out, our contractor picks the best line to create a sustainable trail, while sparing the many woodrat nests.

The 2017 Pedro Point Headlands
Restoration Workday Calendar
Kiosk Graphic and photo by Stephen Johnson.

New Kiosk Installed on Pedro Point
A new kiosk has been installed at the trail head of the South
Ridge Trail. Please refer to the kiosk for project updates and
information on trail closures.
Special thanks to San Mateo County Parks for building the kiosk,
Stephen Johnson for design of the signage, and the California
Coastal Conservancy for funding the kiosk.

Please join us for some of our Restoration Workdays in 2016.
Check our website at PedroPointHeadlands.org.
January 29th, 2017
February 26th, 2017
March 26th, 2017
April 30th, 2017
May 21st, 2017
June 25th, 2017

July 30, 2017
August 27th, 2017
September 17th, 2017
October 29, 2017
November 26 (Escape to the Headlands)

All times are 9:45am – 1:00/1:30pm unless otherwise noted.
Meet at the Pedro Point Firehouse. Dates are subject to change.

PLT Named Environmental Hero
State Senator Jerry Hill presented the PLT with an Environmental Hero Award issued by the California State Senate.
Pacifica Land Trust: ENVIRONMENTAL HERO AWARD
Thank you for your
environmental leadership
and volunteer service to
the community of Pacifica.
Your efforts to preserve
and enhance open space in
Pacifica and the surrounding areas show true leadership, and your successful
efforts to preserve Mori
Point and San Pedro Creek
have made an invaluable
contribution to protecting
California’s coastline. By
mobilizing the community
in these critical undertakings, you have helped
educate and inspire residents to take action and develop an intimate
connection with the environment. I am proud to name the Pacifica
Land Trust an environmental hero of California’s 13th Senate District.

•
•

Disturbance of native American artifacts near the quarry road cut
And concerns over the endangered species habitat in the
Quarry and Mori Point

In the following years attempts to build on Mori Point failed to
get public support, including a public vote on a plan to build the
largest cardroom casino in California out on the point.
Then in July 2000, notices went out announcing the sale at auction in two months (September) of the property known as Mori
or Mori’s Point. As the word spread through the community that
the auction sale was only two months away, Pacifica hikers and
nature lovers and the local Pacifica Land Trust moved quickly
to see if there was some way to acquire the property as public
parkland at the auction.
They began by meeting with staff from the national Trust for
Public Land organization. The Pacifica Land Trust invited the
Trust for Public Land (TPL) to visit Mori Point with their staff
and their Board of Directors. After visiting Mori Point the Trust
for Public Land agreed to work on the project, provided the
local Pacifica Land Trust could raise $100,000 toward TPL’s
associated costs of managing the acquisition and participating in
the auction.

Jerry Hill, California State Senator, 13th District. July 12, 2016

PLT’s Mori Point History
How Pacificans helped to save Mori Point
Community members who have moved to Pacifica in the last 15
years may not know the story of how Mori Point became part
of the GGNRA, and the important role Pacificans played in helping it happen.
In 1988, a developer was working on a plan to build a 272 room
conference center out on Mori Point, with 60 homes covering
the north slope overlooking the Fairway Park neighborhood,
and possibly an equestrian center near the highway. Simultaneously, City staff and Caltrans were conducting public meetings
to view various plan options for the expansion of Highway One,
including frontage roads between Fairway Park neighborhood
to Rockaway Beach to provide auto access to and from the
proposed Mori Point development, as well as possible future
development of the Quarry.
In response to these development plans various community
groups began to organize in opposition to the Mori Point development and highway expansion, citing various concerns including:
•
•
•

The impact on existing businesses if moved onto frontage roads
Increased traffic
Increased pressure to develop the coast here and to the
south of Pacifica

PLT Fundraising Mailer by Stephen Johnson and Mary Ford. 2000.
With the generous support of Stephen Johnson Photography,
the Pacifica Land Trust sent out letters to their supporters in
order to try and raise $100,000 in pledges in 2 months, with a
pledge of $1000 Hero Donation being the focus. It was a crazy
two months for the volunteer board of the Pacifica Land Trust,
but in the end their partner – the Trust for Public Land – succeeded in acquiring the property at the auction with a final bid
of $3.1 million. Every funding pledge was fulfilled by Pacifica donors. Soon thereafter, our Congressman Tom Lantos managed
to get enough votes in the rapidly changing House of Representatives, to support the funding for Golden Gate National Recreation Area to acquire the property from the Trust for Public
Land, and Mori Point became a National Park for everyone to
treasure and enjoy.
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Your generous donations allow us to continue working to preserve our
open spaces and protect our lands for generations to come. Please be
as generous as your budget allows so the Pacifica Land Trust can keep
serving our community.

I support PLT!
Keep up the good work!
❏ $10/month

❏ $25

❏ $50

Please use my donation below to continue the work of
protecting our precious Pacifica resources.

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ Other $______

Name							

Address						

City							State		ZIP

Daytime Phone						

Romany Hall Sieferman
Administrative Angel

Send check made payable to : Pacifica Land Trust

Email

P.O. Box 988, Pacifica, CA 94044

(650) 359-3275

A PayPal link can be found on our website: www.pacifica-land-trust.org

