Preserving & Protecting
the Open Spaces of Pacifica
and Surrounding Areas.

and
ews
L N
Autumn 2018					

Vol. 15 No. 1

President’s Message 2018
Sam Casillas: Celebrating the Preservation of Open Space and the Journey
Forward
Partnerships have been a key to the success of The Pacifica Land Trust. Through
the partnerships with city, county, state
and federal agencies we have all had a part
in the preservation of over 51 percent of
open space throughout Pacifica. With the
unrelenting destruction we continue to
witness due to man-made climate change,
the importance of a balanced ecosystem
has never been more critical. The issues
Pacifica and the rest of our coastline are
facing due to sea-level rise necessitate we preserve and nurture as much open
space as possible to protect our planet.
The Pedro Point Headlands restoration project is now complete, but we will continue to manage this fragile 250- acre ecosystem through our partnerships with
the City of Pacifica and the California Coastal Conservancy, with funding from the
Coastal Conservancy and the grant from the County of San Mateo Measure A
funds that will expire at the end of this year.
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There is still much work to be done in Pacifica. The PLT is now transitioning to take on other reclamation projects to continue our mission to preserve open space and vulnerable waterways. These projects will continue to be huge undertakings
that the PLT is ready to take on, but we will need the help of all our partners and the citizens of Pacifica. In the coming year
we will identify partnership opportunities that will require large amounts of fund-raising so that together we can accomplish
the planning and work it will take to identify projects that will benefit all Pacificans!
We look forward to this next chapter in the battle to preserve fragile ecosystems in Pacifica and to work closely with our
neighbors and partners to continue our mission. We wish to thank the Pacifica community for their continued support of
the Pacifica Land Trusts’ mission to preserve, protect and enhance the natural, scenic, recreational, cultural, historic and open
space environment including waterways and wildlife corridors of Pacifica and the surrounding community for present and
future generations.

will continue our work in the headlands as we shift our energies to the stewardship of the new trails and the maintenance of
recently restored areas.

Great news! Filling
the Coastal Trail
Gap
California Coastal Conservancy to Initiate Planning Effort

California State Parks OHV Grants Manager Jenn Grady, California
Coastal Conservancy Central Coast Project Manager Hilary Walecka,
Pacifica Mayor John Keener, Pacifica Planning Director Tina Wehrmeister, Pacifica City Manager Kevin Woodhouse, Pacifica Assistant Planner,
Bonny O’Connor San Mateo County Supervisor Don Horsley.

Celebrating the Pedro Point Headlands
Restoration
The past year marked the completion of the Pedro Point Headlands Restoration Project. For the past decade, the Pacifica Land
Trust has worked with countless partners, volunteers and community members to enhance the Pedro Point Headlands after
successfully protecting the land from development. To complete
the project, the Pacifica Land Trust raised approximately $1.5
Million from the three generous project partners to:
• Fill and eliminate existing gullies and remediate damage
done by off road vehicles;
• Re-establish the natural topography and drainage in the
highly eroded coastal bluff areas;
• Restore disturbed trails and gullies to Coastal Prairie and
Coastal Scrub vegetation;
• Replace old roads with safe, sustainable trails.
This project was a critical step to insure the longevity of this
magnificent place, enhance public access as well as support the
communities of plants and wildlife that call the Headlands home.
On May 18th, The PLT Board of Directors, San Mateo County
District 3 Supervisor Don Horsley and representatives from
all of the partners of the project: California State Parks - OffHighway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division, The California
Coastal Conservancy, the County of San Mateo and the City of
Pacifica were joined by members of the community to celebrate this achievement. Mayor John Keener presented the PLT
with a Special Proclamation from the City in recognition of our
accomplishments,
As we look toward a future with climate change and a host of
other challenges facing our open spaces, the Pacifica Land Trust

Starting in 2019, the State
Coastal Conservancy will begin
a trail planning process for the
Pedro Point Headlands (PPH)
segment of the California Coastal Trail, which will connect
Pacifica State Beach to the Devils Slide Trail. This project will assess conceptual design options and conduct public engagement/
outreach to identify a preferred conceptual design for the Pedro
Point Headlands Coastal Trail. After this initial phase is completed, a second phase would then bring the selected design to a full
set of plans, including environmental review and permitting.
While this is just the start of a multi-year project, the prospect
of linking Pacifica to Devils Slide Trail, and eventually the Green
Valley Trail to the South, is a long-awaited dream. The Pedro Point
Headlands Coastal Trail gap was identified as a priority project in
the report, Completing the California Coastal Trail (2003), and as
a top tier project in the Caltrans District 4 Bike Plan (2018).
Project goals are to:
• Connect over 7 miles of existing Coastal Trail, including
connecting Pacifica State Beach to existing popular trails
• Allow for the enjoyment and appreciation of the area’s
scenic and natural resources
• Increase access to open space and trails in coastal San
Mateo County
• Provide a safer alternative to Highway 1 for non-auto
transportation, including bicycles
The trail planning process will provide opportunities for public
engagement and will look at balancing the trade-offs between
maximizing multi-user and inclusive access (ex. ADA), maintaining natural habitat character and visual integrity of the location,
limiting environmental impacts, minimizing construction and
maintenance costs, maximizing safety and emergency access, and
any others considerations identified in the planning process.
The Pacifica Land Trust, the Coastal Conservancy and the City
of Pacifica have been partners at PPH for over a quarter-century,
starting with the acquisition of the land to protect it from
development. Completion of the PPH segment of the Coastal
Trail will be the culmination of many years of planning, and it will
insure this beautiful place is accessible for the foreseeable future.
Please contact Hilary Walecka at the Coastal Conservancy (hilary.walecka@scc.ca.gov) for any questions regarding this effort.

May 18, 2018 Pedro Point Headlands Celebration. Photo by Stephen Johnson.

Busy Pedro Point Work
Day Volunteers
The PLT thanks the Pedro Point Headlands
Stewards whose dedicated service over the
past decade has steadily improved the land
and maintained the trails.
The 4th Sunday of Each Month from 10:00
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., The Pedro Point Headlands
Stewards are hard at work on a number of
projects in the Headlands. These volunteers
plant natives in recently restored areas,
worked in the native plant nursery watering
plants and potting up seedlings.Volunteers
also collect native grass seeds, control invasive weeds and maintain the headland’s trail
network. During the past year, 250+ volunteers have removed over 1500 weeds and
improved nearly one mile of trail.

September 23, 2018 Work Day. Pedro Point Headlands. Volunteers from left to right:
Nathan Zorndorf, Steven Schlansker, Meredith Sturmer, Anton Surunis, Fredrick Toth.
As we move into the winter, we will be planting
native plants, removing weeds as they pop up
Thanks to all for the help! Photo by Naftali Moed.
and repairing the trails from any damage caused
by heavy rain and storms.Volunteer projects are open to people
the shopping, the hustle and bustle, and just be outside in a
of all ages and are a great way to spend time outside while giving
beautiful place very close to home!
back to this amazing place. To join us for an upcoming volunteer
project or to schedule a special volunteer program for a group
Feel free to park at the North End Devil’s Slide Parking Area
contact us at volunteer@pacifica-land-trust.org!
and walk into the headlands.You are welcome to come at any
time to the enjoy the day. PLT representatives will be on hand
Programs are sometimes cancelled due to rain or high winds
to answer questions near the nursery and will lead a guided
so please sign up for our emails, check the website or visit our
walk 2-4 mile walk to see some of the work that is ongoing and
Facebook page prior to coming out. There will not be volunteer
learn about future projects. The walk will depart at 11:00 from
projects on November 25th or December 23rd but the regular
the nursery and go as long as folks are interested. Long sleeve
schedule will resume January 27, 2019.
shirts, pants and sturdy shoes are recommended. Hiking sticks,
sunglasses, binoculars and cameras may be appreciated.

Escape to the Headlands: November 25
We are inviting the public to Escape to the Headlands and take
a 1-6 mile hike for spectacular views of the ocean, Devil’s Slide,
Shelter Cove and beyond on Sunday, November 25, 2018 from
10am to 2pm.
Kick off the holiday season with a gratitude hike and to enjoy
the amazing views and all the work that we have accomplished
the past few years! Enjoy fresh air, get outside in nature, escape

Check our website for any weather related changes.
Contact volunteer@pacifica-land-trust.org for more information!

New Board Members
Naftali Moed

Bill Schwegler

Naftali joined the PLT
board in 2018 after
some time as a volunteer with the Land
Trust at the Pedro
Point Headlands. He
grew up in Pacifica,
hiking, biking and
volunteering in open
spaces around the Bay
Area before heading
to school at UC Davis
where he completed
his B.S. in Environmental Policy and Planning with a focus on conservation. Naftali
has worked on habitat restoration and stewardship projects in
agricultural and natural areas with a number of nonprofits and
government agencies in San Mateo, Marin, San Francisco,Yolo
and Solano Counties.

Bill is the founder of
a non-profit company providing reading machines for the
blind and a for-profit
company that was the
leading geospatial, maps
and route calculation
platform for mobile and
internet applications.
He has CEO and senior
executive experience
growing companies
from inception to profitability with proven experience in business development, strategic alliances, sales, marketing, technical/
customer support, consulting services and administration with
full P&L responsibility. He was a resident of the Shelter Cove
community in Pacifica for many years. He is now living in San
Jose and is looking forward to moving back to Pacifica.

Pacifica Land Trust Honored by City

Whereas, the Pacifica Land
Trust organized over 500 Pedro
Point Headlands Stewards and
other volunteers generating
$187,291.42 value in volunteer
match; and

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PACIFICA LAND TRUST
Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust is a non-profit Pacifica organization dedicated to preserving and protecting the open spaces
of Pacifica and surrounding areas; and
Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust is the temporary steward of
the Pedro Point Headlands, a spectacular coastal high point
owned by the City of Pacifica and the California Coastal Conservancy; and
Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust received a grant from the
Division of Off Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation (OHMVR) of
the California Department of Parks and Recreation for $1. 13
million for erosion control on the Pedro Point Headlands; and

Whereas, the successful results
of this work are before us for
all to see. Now Therefore, the
City of Pacifica congratulates
the PL T for a job well done and
wishes it continued success.
DONE this 18th day of May, 2018
John Keener, Mayor

Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust also received a grant from the
San Mateo County Board of Supervisors of $350, 000 in Measure A funds for revegetation and trail improvements; and
Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust also received grants from the
California Coastal Conservancy of $204, 000 for invasive species removal and trail enhancement and $42, 000 to continue its
stewardship program; and
Whereas, the Pacifica Land Trust also received a grant from the
Pedro Point Community Association for helping with volunteers
on workdays; and
Whereas, in performing this work, the Pacifica Land Trust salvaged, propagated and received donations of over 70, 000 native
plants, and used on-site nursery to keep them acclimated and
disease-free; and

Emeritus Board
Celeste Langille
Several directors retired from the PLT Board this year, including
two of the founding members, Julie Lancelle and John Murphy.
We wish them and former Directors Skid Hall, Bernie Halloran
and Breck Hitz all the best as they continue on their life journeys. In recognition of their many years of invaluable service and
extraordinary contributions, the PLT has established an Emeritus
Board. We look forward to continued input from the Emeritus
Directors regarding their strategic perspectives and distinguished experience.

Pacifica Land Trust Financial Report
2017-2018
The PLT is a non-profit corporation 501(c)3 under the IRS code. The main activities of the Land Trust in Fiscal Year 2018 were related to
the Pedro Point Headlands project, where our work was supported with two grants, one from the state of California (“OHV”) and one
from San Mateo County (“Measure A”). The OHV grant work is now complete and the Measure A grant will wrap up by December 2018.
We will continue limited stewardship work in the Pedro Point Headlands under a new grant from the California State Coastal Commission.

Donations

Virtual Pedro Point

The Pacifica Land Trust is a non-profit corporation under section 501(C)3 of the IRS code. Donations to the Land Trust are
therefore tax-deductible. The PLT is now transitioning to take
on other reclamation projects to continue our mission to preserve open space and vulnerable waterways.

A visit to the Pedro Point Headlands offer a deeper sense of
educational engagement, interaction and appreciation with the
new modile freindly website,
Virtual Pedro Point. This interpretative website will enrich the
experience of those walking the
trails along the headlands as they
encounter numbered Learning
Stations, explained by a visitor’s
cell phone serving as mobile
educational units. Users will be
able to access text, videos, photographs, maps and graphics that
will interpret the diverse communities, ora, fauna, geologic and
cultural history of the headlands.

We accept checks sent to the address on back of this Newsletter or donations may be made online through our PayPal account
linked from our home page on the net.

Got Email?
We’ll keep you up-to-date, electronically!
From time to time issues arise that require a speedy response.
Public hearings, land development proposals, and restoration projects (to name a few) are often up for review with relatively short
notice. A growing list of concerned Pacificans’ emails will help us
keep you informed, and enable you to respond if you are inclined.
Interested? Email us at info@pacifica-land-trust.org.
We will not share your email or bother you needlessly.

www.vppt.org

The PLT Store
Over the years we have featured t-shirts, posters and original photographs as commemorative PLT products.
All products are available for purchase and pick up at boardmember Stephen Johnson’s Photography Studio.
Stephen Johnson Photography:
1220-C Linda Mar Blvd.
Pacifica, CA 94044
www.sjphoto.com 650 355-7507

PLT Mug
We are now offering our new PLT Coffee Mug for those in
love with this landscape, the PLT and their morning coffee.
The mug is microwave and dishwasher safe.
$15 for 12oz. mug.
The PLT logo is displayed wrapped around the Mug.

Our Beautiful Commemorative
San Pedro Creek Heron Poster
is available for you to purchase today!
One day in March 2005, PLT board member
and Pacifica photographer, Stephen Johnson,
saw this Great Blue Heron feeding in the
mouth of San Pedro Creek, near the beach.
In honor of this heron and the countless other waterfowl who now have their
“watering-rights” restored, we’ve produced
this handsome commemorative poster.
It is available from us, or you can purchase it
from Stephen at his studio. The 18x24 inch
full color poster is $20 proceeds to benefit
the Land Trust and our continuing projects.

GREAT BLUE HERON
STEPHEN JOHNSON

SAN PEDRO CREEK RESTORED
PACIFICA LAND TRUST

San Pedro Creek Restoration made possible by the California Coastal Conservancy, the City of Pacifica and the Pacifica Land Trust (www.pacificalandtrust.org). Photograph Copyright ©2004 by Stephen Johnson. PO Box 1626, Pacifica, CA 94044 (www.sjphoto.com). Poster to benefit the Pacifica Land Trust’s work to preserve open space.

Pacifica Trail Map
Mapmaker Ben Pease has allowed us to publish a version of his Pacifica Trail Map to benefit the Land Trust.
Get this handy 11x17 folded map and help the PLT at the
same time!
$5 or free with any donation to the PLT.
Trail Map use Donated by Pease Press Maps.
www.peasepress.com

Got Ideas for Other Products?
Let us know if you have some thoughts on other products we could develop to promote the work of the
Pacifca Land Trust.

PLT Bumper Sticker
Declare your support for Preserving and Protecting the Open
Spaces of Pacifica. 3x11 inches. $8

Pacifica Land Trust, P.O. Box 988, Pacifica, CA 94044 www.pacifica-land-trust.org

PLT Featured Photograph
Board member Naftali
Moed took this Bobcat
photo on Pedro Point
Headlands in June 2017.
We are considering
adding a new feature
to the PLT website and
Newsletter featuring
photographs highlighting
Pacifica’s natural environment on Pacifica Land
Trust Project sites.

www.pacifica-land-trust.org
‘Like’ us on Facebook. Follow the link from:
Address Service Requested

Pacifica Land Trust
P.O. Box 988
Pacifica, CA 94044
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Your generous donations allow us to continue working to preserve our
open spaces and protect our lands for generations to come. Please be
as generous as your budget allows so the Pacifica Land Trust can keep
serving our community.

I support PLT!
Keep up the good work!
❏ $10

❏ $25

❏ $50

Please use my donation below to continue the work of
protecting our precious Pacifica resources.

❏ $75

❏ $100

❏ Other $______

Name							

Address						

City							

State		

Daytime Phone						

Email

Send check made payable to : Pacifica Land Trust

ZIP

P.O. Box 988, Pacifica, CA 94044

(650) 359-3275

A PayPal link can be found on our website: www.pacifica-land-trust.org

